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MARK xiv. 7 , 

FOR YE HAVE THE POOR WITH YOU ALWAYS, AND WHENSOEV- 
ER YE WILL YE MAY DO THEM GOOD i BUT ME YE HAVE NOT 
ALWAYS. 

i HE occurrence, which gave birth 
to the reflection in our text, is thus related by the 
Evangel ifl : "And being in Bethany, in the houfe 
of Simon the leper, as he fat at meat, there came a 
woman having an alabafter box of ointment of 
ipikenard, very precious ; and me brake the box 
and poured it on his head. And there were fome 
that had indignation within then , and faid, 

Why was this wafte of ointment made ? For it 
might have been fold for more than three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor. And they mur- 
mured againlt her. And Jems faid, Let her alone, 
whv trouble ye her ? She hath wrought a good 
work on me. For ye have the poor with you al- 
ways, and whenfoever ye will ye may do them 
good : but me ye have not always." 

She wiihed to do honour to a perfon, whom flic 
efleemed the great prophet of God , and Saviour 



of the world. And fhe thought the expence 
which fhe was at, too fmall a tribute to fo 
much worth. Her attention muft have been 
peculiarly grateful to our; Lord, at this mel- 
ancholy period of his life : for when are re- 
fpect and kindnefs felt by us with more lively 
pleafure, than at thofe moments when the world 
looks indignant upon us ; and we have fad ap- 
prehenfions of coming events I Within nvc days, 
he was to be feized upon, crucified, and flain. 
This was the loft day of his publick teaching. 
In this fituation, the cool fpirited economical re- 
marks of his difciples particulary hurt him ; and 
he obferves upon them, with thofe fentiments of 
truth, which deferve the ferious confederation of 
all, who pay him reverence in every age, M Let 
her alone, why trouble ye her ? She hath wrought 
a good work on me. For ye have the poor with 
with you always, and whenfoever ye will, ye may 
do them good : but me ye have not always." The 
fpirit of our Lord's exhortation is evidently this, 
that he was in thofe peculiar circumftances of de- 
jection and forrow, which juftified all, who knew 
him, for their inattention to the unhappy who 
were ufually about them, and whom they might 
daily relieve, for choofing him the fole object of 
all the offices of refpect and good will, which gen- 
erous fympathy and kindnefs would allow him. 

Do not thefe fentiments meet with our fullefr. 
approbation ? There arc objects of humanity 
v/iiom we are bound to companionate and relieve ; 
and yet we fhall not, in any degree, complete our 
duty towards them, unlefs, for a time, they en- 
gage our minds and affections with an undivided 
force. Are we not juftifib^e then, in granting them 
our immediate, and whole attention ? If our eye 
was caught with the fight of a fellow creature in 
danger of inftant deftruction, unlefs directlv af» 



filled, ihould we not, if governed by our hearts, 
leap forward to his relief, totally forgetful of all 
other fufferers ? 

The fpirit of the corporation, to which we; 
my respectable hearers, belong; and the 
objects, of which we are met together at this time, 
particularly to confider, is of this confined nature. 
It may be afked by fome, who make pretentions 
to fuperiour reafon and humanity, why {o much 
expenfe of time and property upon particular ob- 
jects of charity ? Why are they not devoted to 
the whole number of the miferable ? In this mode, 
might not more good be done, more happinefs 
produced ? To fuch queftions, we may reply in 
the language of our Lord, " ye have the poor 
with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may 
do them good ; but me ye have not always." 
Let us confider the objects of diftrefs, which our 
Society think themfelves juftified for contempla- 
ting exclufively of others, at feveral yearly meet- 
; and for relieving, when they meet with 
them in preference to all others ; and fee wheth- 
er the fpirit of our text does not afford us a fuffi- 
cient apology. 

I. The firlt object is thofe unfortunate per- 
fons, who are fuffocated by drowning, hanging, 
or any other caufe ; and are apparently dead. 
Not many years lince, perfons in appearance dead 
were believed to be fo in reality ; and were quick- 
ly committed to the grave. But fome fuccefsful 
endeavours, arifing from the joint operation of 
ingenious curiofity, and a humane difpofition, 
to refufcitate bodies in this hazardous ftate, en- 
couraged a repetition of the experiments whenever 
fubjects prefentcd. It was found, in fo many in- 
ftances, that bodies in this condition were not the 
irreclaimable fubjects of death, that many of the 
friends of man in Europe, united with the valua- 



ble defign of inveltigating the lurch: means of rt- 
covering the dormant powers. They immediate- 
ly prepared funds to carry their beneficent views 
into effect. Bleffed be our Maker, ingenious cu- 
riofity and kindnefs of heart are not confined to 
climates, but dwell, wherever man dwells in a 
irate of fociety, and favourable to improvement. 
It muff gratify our feelings, to confider that the 
neceffary information upon this fubject excited 
a likenefs of fpirit here ; and originated this So- 
ciety. The confequences of thefe inftitutions 
have been happy. Many have lived through 
their good efficiency ; been ufeful to others ,* 
and have enjoyed themfelves ; who otherwife, 
would have become inhabitants of the grave, 
where there is no work, device, wifdom or knowl- 
edge. The modes of moft favourably treating 
bodies in this fituation have been, and are now the 
object of attention to the philofophick minds of 
medical gentlemen. They have gradually im- 
proved j and will no doubt, become far more ju- 
dicious and fuccefsful, than they are at prefent. 

A confideration that we are fmall and incapa- 
ble, when compared with larger and wealthier 
focieties of the fame name, in other countries, 
fhould be no mortification to us. We areagerme 
in its nature, of large growth, of plentiful, and 
mofr. valuable fruit, in an indulgent fituation. 
If we cultivate our i foil with care ; and encour- 
age our inereafe with cautious induifry, we fhall 
in future time become a large and fpreading tree, 
which, with its branches and foliage, will afford 
/helter to the miferable ; and, with its fruits, 
cheer and ftrengthen them. Does not the fpirit 
of our text amply juftify us in our wifhes and 
endeavours, to accornplifh thepurpofes of our infti-- 
futiprt ? Our intention is to reflore life and vi- 
gour to thofe, who are in appearance, dead ; and 



who will foon be really fo, if they are not almoft 
inftantly relieved. Is not this an object worthy 
our anxious concern, and fpirited exertion ? 
Life is valuable to fociety ; It is interefting to 
relatives and friends. And it is of ineftimable 
value to a man himfelf* 

Population is of more importance to flates, 
than lilver and gold, or the moll precious ftones. 
They may be immenfely rich in thefe, and yet 
be poor, and unrenowned. But, when filled 
with inhabitants, they have the capacity of ren- 
dering themfelves as rich and powerful, asrefpect- 
able and happy, as their natural iituation admits. 
Wife Legillators therefore, have ever laboured 
with great folicitude, to increafe, by proper 
means, the number of their people. They can- 
not but highly efteem them, every fociety of men, 
which regards the prefervation of life, often en- 
dangered by difeafe, by Hidden phrenzy of paf* 
lion, and innumerable accidents, which can nei- 
ther be forefeen, nor prevented .In purfuit of our 
defign therefore, we are promoting the important 
intereft of the civil community, of which we are 
happy in being members. 

With what anxiety, and extreme diitrefs, do 
parents and near relatives, behold their children, 
and other dear connections, by unexpected acci- 
cident, with all the fy mptoms of death before 
them ! With what delight do they perceive the 
figns of returning motion ! With what exftacy, 
the unequivocal proofs of reftored life ! May we 
not then, juftly congratulate ourfelves, in being 
inltrumental in relieving fuch excefs of mifery, 
in communicating fuch unfpeakable enjoyment ? 
Taking mankind together, there are but com- 
paratively few, who agree with the defcription in 
Holy Scripture, " in thofe days they fhall feek 
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death, and (kail nut find it ; and ihall defirt 
die, an 1 death ihall flee from them." The ap- 
rreheniion of death is to mankind almofl nniver-^ 
llidy, diiheartening and flid . They deprecate 
death, as the foreft calamity which can befal 
them. The good man, befides the itrong animal 
attachment which he has for life, wifhes to live 
that he may be more prepared to die. He has 
connections, whom he cannot leave in a world 
behind him, which ofttimes proves inhofpitable 
and cruel, without painful reluctance. The bad 
man knows, that by death, he ihall lole all his 
prefent enjoyments. He dreads the juft judg- 
ment of God in future fcenes of being, if taken 
from probation, in his prefent moral condition : 
He relblves, that he will act a wifer,. and better 
part hereafter, if his life may be (pared- ; and per- 
haps, will carry his refolution into effect. Where 
then, is our humanity, if we refufe to haften for^ 
ward to their relief, when endangered by death ; 
and to afford them the moft efficacious aids we 
are able ? Yet we cannot, to thofe we have partic- 
ularly in contemplation, unlefs we forget all 
other afflicted perfons ; and make them the 
whole object: of our attention. All their activity 
has at prefent ceafed ; and will in a few moment?, 
be gone forever ; unlefs by immediate, prudent, 
and inceiTant application, on the part of thofe 
around them, their fenfibility be renewed. 

In addition to the proviiion, made by this Soci- 
ety for thofe who are threatened with death, by 
either of the caufes which have been mentioned, 
it has alfo extended its kind providence to the 
lTiip- wrecked failor. Our brethren of the fea 
have peculiar claims upon us, for our humane at- 
tention. This coaft is eminently dangerous at 
the cold and ftormy feafon of the year. And 
then cur failors uiually meet with their moil cru- 
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el difafters. Yet at this feafon, they muft be up- 
on it, as well as the more fafe and pleafant. With 
courage, they expofe themfelves to all the rifks 
and dangers of a moft adventrous fituation. By 
their labours, they are a rich fource of convenience 
and wealth to their country ; and by their refolu- 
tion and hardy habits, a powerful mean of defend- 
ing it, when attacked. Say ye, who feel for 
another's woe ! Is not the (hip-wrecked hilar an 
object deferving your tendered pity, your gener- 
ous compaliion ! Worn out with watching, over- 
drained labour, and that conflict of paflions which 
is feverely painful, his life hangs in doubt before 
him. The recovery of land which he beholds 
with eager eyes, appears the only means of fafety. 
The value of the prize, and the force of defpair, 
brace the fyftem again ; and he plunges into more 
threatening danger, that he may feize it. He 
fucceeds : he treads again upon firm ground ; and 
for a moment, thinks himfelf fafe. But wet, 
cold, and hungry, he becomes torpid and inactive; 
and is convinced that he muft die, notwithftand~ 
ing all his exertions, unlefs he is foon relieved. 
Yet alas ! there is no friend near him j there is 
no hofpitable country around him ! He feebly 
travels however, to find them, though with flender 
encouragement. At this moment of high diil:reis, 
with what tranfport of joy mult lie behold the 
humble med, which we have erected j and find 
a fupply of the neceffaries he needs. Then, the 
blefling of him that is ready to perifh, will de- 
fcend upon us, with a fervency of defire, which can* 
not be exprefled. A blefiing, which, if we have 
a due degree ol companion we mall never efteem 
our expences upon theie occafions, too much to 
acquire. 

Were we difpofed to enlarge the bounds of our 
charitv ; and had we funds equal to the purpofr, 



we areprefented by the providence of God, at this 
period, and mall probably in future time, with 
objects which claim a large fhare of expence. I 
mean our countrymen in Algiers, the arch domin- 
ion of pirates, the exiftence of which is a perpet- 
ual difgrace to all the regular governments on 
earth. How degraded, and keenly afflictive the con- 
dition of our countryman in that land of uncon- 
trouled barbarians ! He has loft that command of 
himfelf, in which he boafted as his firft diftinc- 
tion. He wearsthe badge of a vile flave -, and muil 
obey the orders of an imperious and cruel tafk- 
mafter. Inftead of the conveniences, to which he 
has been accuftomed, he lies down upon the cold 
pavement, after exceffive labour, with nothing 
to cover him, His allowance of food is penuri- 
ous; and of fuch a kind, as he would have re- 
jected at home, with difdain. He is feverely 
bafHnadoed without room for expostulation, or 
even the gratification of an indignant look. He 
mull: fubmit to his fate ! And, O, how painful 
the reflection, he knows not that it will ever be 
exchanged for a better ! " Have pity upon me, 
have pity upon me, for the hand of God hath 
touched me," is his impaflioned addrefs to all 
who know his circumftances. And their hearts 
muft be harder than the nether millftone, who 
can hear it with indifference. 

II. Thefe, and other good purpofes of human- 
ity, are more likely to be fecured by fccieties form- 
ed to fuperintend and promote them, than by in- 
dividuals free from fuch obligations. 

Whilft unafTociated for thtfe merciful and ber 
neficent ends, we may ftill be humane : Yet, it is 
by no means likely, that we mail know of {o 
many objects who deferve our companion and 
atliitance, nor that we fhall fo regularly exert our- 
felves for their relief. Seldom, unlefs under par- 



ticular obligation, do we feek out objects of cha- 
rity. We pleafe ourfelves with an idea, that we 
have fatisfied all the demands of humanity, when 
we look with kindnefs upon the miferable as we 
accidentally meet with them. No fooner do we 
part from them, than they are forgotten by us ; 
and our afliftance ceafes. But, in the fpirit of 
our Society, we rife above this indifference to hu- 
man woe. We fearch for the miferable ourfelves. 
We encourage others to give us notice of them, 
wherefoever they are. Our relief is immediate; 
and continues whilft it is needed. We hold them 
up before our minds and paftions, as deferving 
our attention : the only way, according to the 
conftitution of our nature, of producing uniform 
kindnefs to the diftreffed. 

A larger fund will probably be raifedby us, for 
the relief of the unhappy, when united together 
for their beneifit, than when difconnected. Our 
afTociation will illuftrate this remark. Our annu- 
al contribution we have reafon to think, produces 
a larger fum of money for the particular objects of 
our charity, than would be collected from us act- 
ting fmgly. Forgetfulnefs, ab fence from fpecta- 
cles of diitrefs, varying humour, do not operate 
in this fituation. Its fupply is fixed and regular ; 
for it is the condition of our membermip. More- 
over, may not thofe, who have the moft generouf- 
ly expended to enlarge our capacity of doing good, 
acknowledge without difhonour, that they have 
been powerfully influenced by their fituation? May 
we not univerfally declare, that, in this fituation, 
we have done more for our unfortunates, than we 
fhould otherwife, Whilft fympathy continues a 
part of human nature, it will ever remain true, 
that mankind, when in company, are more likely 
to be excited to pious, heroick, and humane acts, 
than when alone ; truth appears before them with 
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more luftre, they are more animated, they arc 
more difpefed to every ufeful, illuftrious, and good 
work. In well regulated fociety, it is probable 
alfb charity will be more judicioufly and impartial- 
ly difpenfed. Individuals are fubject to imposi- 
tions, on the fide of thole who fuffer, whilft they 
have neither the leifure, nor the firmnefs neceftaiy 
to avoid them. But under the direction of fo- 
ciety, demands will be examined with ftrict at- 
tention either by the whole body, or by chofen 
members impreffed with the ftrong fenfe of refpon- 
iibility. The credulity of the one will be coun- 
teracted by the fuperiour penetration of another. 
The too lively fen Ability of the one, by the great- 
er calmncfs and circumspection of another. 

Our example alfo may excite others to unite 
with us. Perhaps, they will do it with a fincere 
defire of alleviating human mifery ; for man, de- 
praved as any perfon may think him, is not with- 
out kind propensities. Perhaps, from their love 
of distinction. And, what distinction can be more 
honourable, than that of the friend of man ? It is 
necellary our fociety mould be known to gain it 
this influence. For this purpofe we are well con- 
stituted : Our publick meetings and fervices, our 
publifhments, medals, and pecuniary distributions, 
will caufe our light to mine confpicuoufly before 
others. 

We have nothing then, to do upon the prefent 
occasion, butXo devote ourfelves, with a renewed 
and warmer zeal, to the great objects of our in- 
stitution. We fhall then, act a worthy part. Ac- 
cording to our humble capacity, we mall asTociate 
ourfelves with God, the great parent of benefi- 
cence, and Jefus, his exprefs image, who continu- 
ally iuftain, and cheer univerfal nature, the whole 
natural and moral world. We mail be of the 
blefled company of thofe on our earth, and in 
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higher ftages of exigence, who not only contem- 
plate works of compaiTion and mercy with cool 
approbation, but with a degree of affection, which 
is a continual caufe of kind and generous action. 
Our fellow creatures, who know us, will efteem 
us, and hail us bleffed. We fhall enjoy within 
ourfelves, refined fatisfaction and pleafure. I 
conclude. 

III. Humanity is a term of very extenfive fig- 
nification. It comprehends fympathy, ccmpaf- 
fion, pity and mercy to the afflicted : Not only 
to this individual or clafs of the miferable, but to 
the whole company of every nation, kindred-, and 
tongue, whatever the form, or particular caufes, 
of their diftrefs : nor only fo, but all thofe la- 
bours and exertions, which increafe the accomo- 
dation of men, and render their abode here more 
pleafant and delightful. We live in a period of 
the world, and a ftage of Society, favourable to 
every charitable inltitution, and ufeful improve- 
ment. With refpect to the civilized part of Eu- 
rope, this perhaps, may with juftice be termed 
the age of humanity. Education and affluence 
have united to foften the heart, ' and render the 
mind capable of liberal and elegant views, as well 
as render eafy the expence of charitable inititu- 
tions, and works of public convenience and mag- 
nificence. Never were the poor and miferable 
more generoufly taken care of. Never were 
works of tafte, utility, and fplendour, profecuted 
with more fpirit fince the brilliant period of the 
fine arts in the ancient Greek and Roman empires. 
We are fait following in this courfe, which molt 
honourably diftinguiihes man from the lower 
creatures en earth, and civilized man from the 
barbarous of his fpecies. Gone through with the 
neceflities and hardfhips of thofe, who firft fettle 
an uncultivated country, eafy in our circumftan- 



ces, though not affluent, from the produce of 
agriculture, mechanic arts, and commerce, we 
evidently amend in our buildings, in the im- 
provement of our lands, and the convenience and 
elegance ot our furniture. Let foreign writers 
fay what they pleafc, in thefe weftern countries 
of the earth, we have equal ftrength and beauty 
of body with them ; we have as improveable and 
elegant minds ; and, unlefs untoward and fad 
events alter our fituation, may exhibit human na- 
ture in as favourable a point of view as it has ever 
yet appeared. Often, in meditation upon the 
caufes of national profperity and happinefs, have I 
forwarded my fervent prayer to the great arbiter 
of events, that our country might difplay afcene to 
the world, which has never yet appeared. That, 
inftead of the expenfive orientation of European 
courts, inftead of wars of ambition, inftead of the 
immenfe fums expended to gratify the pride and fa- 
vourite humours of State Minifters ; our revenues 
might be confecrated to the more reafonable pur- 
pofe of rendering our country more productive, 
a more comfortable and delightful abode ; in 
founding eftablifhments for the increafe of know- 
ledge and improvement of the mind ; for the en- 
couragement of chriftian piety and good morals ; 
for the alleviation and relief of every kind of fnf- 
fering and mifery. All the humane muff, in this 
fupplication, cordially unite. The order of divine 
providence however, may fee fit to difappoint our 
wiflies. Humanity itfelf may callus to devote 
all our time and contributions to enlarge the 
means of defence ; to render our bodies firm, and 
minds vigorous, that we may be prepared for deeds 
of hardihood and renown in the field. Yet, the 
conception of this fcene is agreeable. An attempt 
to realize it is noble ; and entitles us to the appro- 
probation and gratitude of all the wife and good. 
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I finifli with a reflection which becomes my 
character, and the place in which I ftand ; and 
which it is of infinite confequence we fhould fa- 
credly regard. It has been obferved by thofe 
who have ferioufly and critically attended to hu- 
man manners, that, as the fpirit of humanity in- 
creafes, we grow more indifferent to piety, chrif- 
tian institutions, and good moral?. The reflection 
is of a molt humiliating nature. Let us ftrive 
with our utmoft flrength, and with earneft en! reaty 
to God for his aiding grace, to contradict its uni- 
verfal propriety. Piety is the only balls, frcm 
which arifes a confident, a beautiful, and perma- 
nent moral character, that uniformly " honeft 
man, the nobleft work of God/' who will be an 
heir of his everlafting, and richeft bleffings. And, 
when we fearch with laborious itudy, all the in- 
structions of wifdpm with which mankind, in va- 
rious ages, have been favoured, we fhall find, when 
compared with the gofpel they are like a feeble 
lamp, cppofed to the fun mining in all his bright- 
nefs ; that Christianity is indeed, the lar 
molt efficient means of all that is great and good, 
confiltent and noble in mankind. 

May we be formed to its fpirit, and inherit its 
eternal blellings, through Jefus Chrift. 

AMEN, 
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Mr. Luke Baldwin, Hon. £. Bridge, Efq. Chelmsford. 

J. Barrell.Efq. Ckarlefoton. 20/ Martin Brimmer,. Efq. Roxbury, 
Dr. Jolhua Barker. Hitigham. Henry Bromfield, Efq. Harvard, 
Rev. Thomas Barnard, Salem. Mrs. Martha Brown, 
Samuel Barrett, Efq. Mr. William Brown, 

Mr. John Barrett, Mr. Jofiah, Brown. 

Dr. jofiah Bartlet, Charlefown. Dr. M. Brown, jun. Broohfield, 
Dr. John Bartlet, Roxbury. Moles Bullen, Efq. Medfeld. 

Mr. 'George Bartlet, Char Iff own: "Mr. Jeremiah Bumflead/jun. 
Dr. Thomas Bartlet, Hon. Geo. Cabot, Efq. Broektine, 
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Mr. Wm. Calder, Charlcjlwn. 
Mr. Samuel Gary, Chelfec. 
Benjamin Clarke, Efq. 
Rev. John Clarice, 
Mr. William Cleland, 



Mr. Jacob Euftis, 
Thomas Farrington, Efq. 
Mr. Richard Faxon, 
Mr. Nathaniel Fellowes, 
Dr. Thomas Fleet, 



...... .- ......... ^.^.„ .^., , 

Hon. David Cobb, Efq. Tauntcn. Dwight Fofter, Efq. Brookfcld. 
John Codman, Efq. Mr. BofTenger Fofler, Cambridge. 

Mr. Michael Collins, Welljleet. Mr. Wm. Fofter, 
John Collins, jun. Efq. Newport. Mr. Jofeph Fofdick, 
Samuel Cooper, Efq. Hon. Sam. Fowler, Efq. Wejlficld. 

Jofeph Cordis, Efq. Charlejlown. Mr. Jonathan Freeman, 
A. Craigic,-Efq. Cambridge. 15/ Rev. James Freeman, 
Capt. Nathaniel Curtis, Rev. John Sylvefter John Gardner, 

Mr. Thomas Curtis, Capt. Lemuel Gardner, 

Capt. Jofeph Cowden, Don. Elb. Gerry, Efq. Cambridge. 

Hon.W.Cu&ingEfq.S«*acfe.i8/"Hon M. Gill, Efq. Princetcwn. 
Hon. N. Cufhin?, Efq. Scituate. Mr. Benj. Goddard, 



Thomas Cufhing, Efq, 
Mr. Edward Cufhing, 
Mr. Benjamin C. Cutler, 
Mr. James Cutler, 
Mr. Gerfhom Cutler, Berlin. 



John Gore, Efq. 
Mr. Samuel Gore, 
Mr. Stephen Gorharn, 
Mrs. Catharine Gray, 
Mr. Benjamin Gray, 
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Don. F.Dana, Efq. Cambridge. so/" Mr. William Gray, 
■n/r Ti-ii- t^ J ,, ° - r?j .1 r> d/ 



Mr. William Dall, 

Mr. Peter Roc Dalton, 

Mr. lfaac Davenport, 

Hon. Caleb Davis, Efq. 

Amafa Davis, Efq. 

Robert Davis, Efq. 

Hon. Thomas Davis, Efq. 

John Davis, Efq. Plymouth. 

Mr. Jofhua Davis, jun. 

Hon. Thomas Dawes, Efq. 

Hon. Thomas Dawes, jun. Efq, 

Mr. Gilbert Deblois, 

Mr. John Demin<T. 

Elias H. Derby, Efq. Salem, 



Edward Gray, Eiq. 

Capt. John Gray, 20/" 

Mr. Jofeph Green, 

Mr. Richard Green, 

Col. Peter Green, 

Jofeph Greenleaf, Efq. 

Enoch Greenleaf, Efq. Wejlown, 

Daniel Greenleaf, Efq. 

Mr. John Greenleaf, 

Mr. Thomas Greenleaf, 

David Greenough, Efq. Roxbury, 

Capt. Ebenezer Hall. Medford. 

Mr. Nathaniel Hall, 

Jofeph Hall, Efq. 



Richard Devens Efq. Charlefl own. Mr.Lott Hall, WeftminJlcr,Verm. 

Mr. John Deverell, Mr - William Harris, 

Hon.S.DexterEfq.Wf/ZowH. 13/4 Dr - Lemuel Hayward, 

Aaron Dexter, M. D. ^* r * Caleb Hayward, Wejlozvn. 

Mr. Thomas Dickafon, London. Mr - Mofes M. Hayes, 

W'illiam Donnifon. Efq. Samuel Henfnaw, Efq. N.Hampt. 

Mr. Ebenezer Dorr, 



Mr. Samuel Dunn, 

Rev. Jofeph Eckley, D. D. 

Samuel Eliot. Efq. 

Juftin Ely, Efq. Wejlficld. 

Mr Thomas Englifh, 

Mr. John Erving, 



Stephjyi Iiigginfon, Efq. 

Henry Hill, Efq. 

Mr. Thomas Hitchborn, 

Mr. P. Hitchcock, Brookfuld. 

Alexander Hodgdon, Efq. 

Hon. Sain. IIolten,Efq. Davvcrss 

Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D. 



Rev. Oliver Everett, Dorchepr. M*« Algernon S. Howard. 
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Mr. Jofeph Hurd, Charlfjlown, 
Mr. Samuel Hunt, 



Mr. J of.: P 

Mr. Thomas H. Perkins, 



Jon. Jackfon.Efq. Nezvbury-Port. Mr. Thomas Perkins, 
Henry Jackfon, Etu. Mr. William Perkins, jun. 

Leonard Jarvis, Efq. Hon. Win. Philips, Efq. An 



Patrick Jeffery, Efq. £ §. 
Mr. John Jeiv;s Salem. 
John Coffin Jones, Efq. 
Stephj . E¥q. Machias. 

Mr. 'I Nomas K. Jones, 
Mr. George S. Johonnot, 
Dr. John Joy, 
Mr. J'.fiah Kriapp, 
Mr. John Kneeland, Andovtr. 
Mrs. Sufanna ( Kneeland, 
Mr. Thomas Knox, 
Mr. Wm. Lambert, Roxbury. 
Rev. John Lathrop, D. D. 
Mr. John Lathrop, jun. 



dover. 
"William Phillips, jua 
Mr. Jofhua Pico, 
Mr. John Pipon, Cambridge. 
Mr. Jofeph Pope. \ 

William Powell, Efq. 
Mr. William Pratt, Maiden. 
Mr. Henry Prentifs, 
Rev. Thomas Prentifs, Mcdfdd. 
Ezekiel Price, Efq. 
Edward Proftor, Efq. 
Wm. Pynrhon, Efq. Springfeld. 
Edward Pulling, Efq. SaUm. 
Mr. Sampfcn Reed, 
Col. Paul Revere, 



Thomas Lee.E^.Com.jridfre. 20/ John Rick Efq. 

Hon. coln.Etq.Hingkam. Rcv.C. Robbms. D.D. Plymouth. 

Mr. William Little. Mr. Thomas Robinfon, Portland. 

Dr. James Lloyd, ' Hon. Thomas Ruffcll, Efq, Piefi. 

Col. John Long, Shclburne. Mr. Jofeph RufTcll, 

Mr. Caleb Loring, Mr. John M. Ruffe), 

luac Lothrop, Efq. Plymouth. Mr. Samuel Salifbury, 

Hon. John Lowell, Efq. Roxbury. Dr.Eraflus Sargeant, Stoekbridge. 

John Luca-. Efq. Daniel Sargeant, Efq. 

Hon. S.Lyman, Efq. Springjidd. Mr. Daniel Sargeant, jun. 

Mr. Edward McLane, Mr. John Saunders, jun. Salem. 

Mr. John McLean, V„ dliam Scoilay, Efq. 

Mr. John N.Ma'lory, Wdlfieet. Mr. William Selby, 



Jonathan Mafon, Efq. 20/" 
Jonathan Mafon, jun. Efq. 
Mr. Ephraim May, 
Mr. Jofeph May, 



Hon. Wm. Sever. Efq. Kingjlon. 
Vt llham Sever, Efq. Ircrcejler. 
Hon. David Sewall, Efq. York. 
Samuel Sewall, Efq. Mcrblehead. 
Mr. William ShattUck, 
Hon. Wm. Shepard,Efq.^cy?/fW. 



Mr. Pliny Merrick, Brochfcld. 
Hon. George R. Minor, Efq. 

Rec.JcdidiahMoi-fcjC/zar/f/rozutt. Mr. Abel Sherman 
Rev. John Murray, Mr. Elifba Sigourney, 

Hon. T. Newell. Efq. Slurbridge. Mr. Nathaniel Sigourney, 
Mr. Henry Newman, Mr. Nathaniel Skinner, 

Mr. Andrew Oliver.. 
Co!. Robert Orr, Bridgczvater. 
Hon. Robert T. Paine, Efq. < 



Mr. William Paine, 

Rev. Samuel Parker, D. D. 

Mr. John Parker, 

Mr. Samuel Parkman, 

Mr. Ifaac Pierce, 

Mr. Jofeph Pierce, 



Dr. Oliver Smith, 

Mr. William Smith. 

Capt. Ifaac Smith, Maiden. 

Capt. Stephen Smith, Maehias. 

Abiel Smith, Efq. 

Capt. Nehemiah Somes, 

Mr. John Sorer, 

Mr. David Spear, 

Dr. William Spooner, 
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Mr. Andrew Spooner, Eben. Wales, Efq. Dorehejler. 

John Sprague, Efq. Lancajlcr. Mr. Ephraim Wales, 

Mr. David Stearns, Charlefiown. Col. Jofeph Ward, Newtown, 

Wm. Stedman, Efq. Lancajier. A. Ward, jun. Efq. Wejlozon. 

Rev. Samuel Stillman, D. D. Dr. Samuel Ware, Conway. 

Dr. Charles Stockbndge, Scituate. John Warren, M. D. 

Ebenezer Storer, Efq. \if B. Waterhoufe,M. D. Cambridge: 

Mr. Ruffel Stupgrs, George Watfon, Efq. Plymouth, 

Hon. _f ames Sullivan, Efq. 60/ Jofiah Waters. Efq. 

Hon. I. Sumner, Efq. Roxbury. Mr. Edward Wayne, 

John Sweetfer, Efq. Arnold Welles, Efq. 

.Dr. Jofeph Taft, Wejlown. Mr. Arnold Welles, jun. 

Rev. Peter 1 hacher, D. D. Dr. Thomas Welfli, 

Dr. James Thacher, Plymouth. Hon. Oliver Wendell, Efq. 

Dr. Thimas Thaxter, Hingham. Rev. Samuel Weft, 

Dr. Stephen Thayer, Mr. Jofhua Wetherly, 

Mr. Jolhua Thomas, 15/ Dr. Jeffe Wheaton, Wejlown, 

I. Tiffany, Ffq. Wejl-Stockbridge. Mr. James White, 

Dr. David Townfend, Mr. Ezra Whitney, 

Mr. Ifaac Townfend, Mr. Amos Whittemore, 

Mr. Edward Turkerman, Rev. J. Willard, D.D. CaJK^rzdgfc. 

William Tudor, Efq. Mr. William Williams, 

Charles Vaughan, Efq. E.Wi\\\ams,E{qJVeJlStockbridge. 

John Vinall, Efq. Dr. Amos Windfhip, 

Rev. B. Wadfworih, Danvers. Dr. Ifaac Window, MarJJifield. 



III. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

NATHANIEL ADAMS, Efq. Portsmouth. 

Rev, ANDREW BROWN, D. D. Halifax. 

AM'MI RUHAMAH CUTTER, M. D. Portsmouth. . 

Capt. JOHN C ALE F, St. Christophers, (IVeJl-Indies.J 

Rev. JOHN ERSKINE, D. D. Edinburgh. 

Dr. WILLIAM HAWES, London. 

Rev. JOHN KFMP. D. D. Edinburgh. 1 

Dr. JOHN LETTSOM, London. 

Hon'. JOHN LANGDON. Portsmouth. 

Dr. JOHN OSBORNE. Middletown. fConnetlicut.) 

TIMOTHY PICKERING, Efq. Philadelphia. 

Dr. BENJAMIN RUSH, Philadelphia. 

Hon. JOHN PICKERING, Efq. Portsmouth. 

Right Hon. EAR L of Stan for d, London. 

Lion. JAMES SHEAFE Efq. Portsmouth. 
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IV. 

Mr. ZEBIN4STEBBINS's LETTER to the CORRES- 
PONDING SECRETARY. 

Springfield, July 10, 1793. 
oIR, 

I ACKNOWLEDGE myfelf to be under the grcatefl obligations 
to the Humane Society in t!ie town of Bolton, to which inititution 
I owe the rcftoration to life, of one of my children, a boy two years 
and a half old, from drowning. Perhaps, an account of it, and my 
imnner of treating him may not be ufelefs to the community. 

From the beft calculation, which I car. make from the circumfta.ncet 
that attended it, he mull have been under water,at leaft twenty minutei 
in Connecticut river. When found, he was lying on his back with 
his eyes open, in about three feet of water : And when taken out by 
my man, was {lift and black (as he .terms it) without the leaft figns of 
life. From an idea that his body was full of water, he brought him 
face downwards, with one hand under his breaft, the diftance of one 
hundred rods, to my houfe. When brought to me, he was fo fwelled 
that I could not own him for my child : it appears to me, that he vvas 
fwelled to the growth of one year. I ftripped him and wiped the bloody 
mucus matter out of his mouth, asfoon as polTible; put him into a foft 
blanket ; took him into my arms and earned him about the room, for 
the fpace of ten minutes, rolling him gently ; in which time, he purg- 
ed and cried out twice, and then feemed to fall away into a fwoon. I 
then put him into a warm bed ; anointed his temples &c. with cam- 

fhorated fpirits, which loon produced another paroxifm ; and which 
found more fevere than the firft. Ihe paroxifms continued at inter- 
vals of about twelve minutes each, until he recovered -, which was 
about three hours. From what I obferved, it appears tome, that there 
is great danger from too fudderta reitoration. During the paroxifms, 
he was in fu-h extreme difircfs, that I found it might produce convul- 
fions. To avoid which, at their reiurn, I fanned him, which ferved to 
abate the inflammation. And which feems extraordinary, he cannot 
be toid of his falling into the water, and being drowned, without being 
vcrry much vexed at the mentioning it. 

I wife the manner of treating drowned perfons were more generally 
known. A gentleman, palling the ferry at the time my child was drown- 
ed, who I fuppofe was a phyfician, out of humanity, called at my 
houfe. And after examining, advilcd to rolling on a calk. I was 
furprifed, that he was fo ignorant ol the methods, which ought to be 
ufed in fuch a cafe. He belonged to Connecticut. I conjecture ; and 
if I had fct out on a journey that day, as I expelled, he would have 
rolled him out of the world. Of this 1 have no doubt, as there was no 
pcrfon near, acquainted with the directions given by the Humane So- 
ciety, in fuch cafes. From a conviction of the carefulnefs of the 
mean c , prcfrribed by the Society, in fuch cafes, I intend to procure 
me an apparatus, as my fituation is fuch, that accidents of the kind 
may often occur. 

I atn. Sir. with fentiments of the hirhelt refpeft, 
your mod humble fervant, 

ZERINASTEBBINS. 

Rev. Dr. PAFvKER. 



it. 

v. 

STATEMENT oftht CASE of JAMES RYANJy REPORT 
of COMMITTEE. 

THE Committee appointed by the Truftees of the Humane Soci- 
ty at this meeting, on the firft Monday of Auguft, 1793, ta o-ive 
a ftatement of the cafe of James Ryan, of Roxbury, who was in im- 
minent danger of drowning, on the 30th of June, find, that he, wuh. 
five or fix other perfons, wasbaihing in the waters of the Mill Creek, 
in that town, communicating with Cambridge Bay : and (leppipor in 
beyond his depth, was carried into the ftream ; fo that he was noj able 
to recover the fliore ; and being alarmed, fark. One of the perfons 
bathing with him, feized him as foon as he arofe ; and endeavoured 
to get him to the fliore : but finding himfelf unable to effect it, let him 
go. Upon which, Ryan funk again, as he had no power to help 
himfelf, and there was no other of the perfons prefeni, who dared to 
venture in after him. But Mr. Luke Morfe Handing by, called to 
Mr. John Whitney, at die diflanceof four or five rods, for afiiffance; 
he immediately ran to the f'pot, and flripped himfelf, and plunging into 
the water, found Ryan at the bottom, about two or three rods from 
the fhore. He raifed him to the top of ihe water ; and had made 
fome progrefs towards the fliore : but as he was a very heavy man, he 
was obliged to let him go again. As foon however, as he could re- 
cover, himfelf, he dove again, and raifed him once more ; and brought 
him fo near the fhore as by the affif lance of Mr. Morfe, to get him 
on to the land. Ryan's hands were clinched and filled with gravel ; 
and he was without any figns of life. Jn this ftate he continued for 
about ten minutes, when he began to revive ; but it was near twenty 
four hours, before he was fully recovered, from the time the means 
recommended by the Society, were firfi ufed. 

Upon a computation of all the foregoing circumflances, it appears 
to your Committee probable, that Ryan had been in a ftate of infenfi- 
bility about twenty minutes. 

THOMAS WELSH, per Order, 

Boston Sept. z } 1793. 



VI; 

Dottor BARTLETT's LETTER, to the PRESIDENT ana 
TRUSTEES. 

Gentlemen, 

|N the 5th of September, 1703? A. B. aged 40, of a very robuft 
conffitution, who, it is faid had for feveral days difcovered a de- 
gree of infancy, leaned from one of the w'harves in the middle of 
Charles river bridge. He fays, that he never could fwim ; but ap« 
peared fomctimes to take a few flrokes, and then went under water, 
though not far below the furface. For two or three minutes, he lay 
with his face covered, and nothing vifible but his hair. Having been in 
the water ten or twelve minutes, he was takea up apparently dsad, bj 
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fome perfons who went in two boats from Charlcftown : and after being 
)andea ; was brought eighteen or twenty rods, in a horizontal poftuxe, 
•with his face downwards, to the houfe of Richard Devebs, Efq. one of 
the members of the Humane Society, where every thing neceUary was 
immediately furnilhed. At this place, I found him {tripped, wrapped 
in a blanket, and the by-flanders beginning to rub him. The face was 
verv much fwoln, and the brain crowded, probably from his being laid 
over a thwart in the boat, with the head hanging down ; by which it 
was fuppofed, that the water would be diichargcd from his ltomach. 
Sluht fpafms of the breaft were perceptible ; but the circulations in 
th.*. exuemities had ceafed ; and there was every reafom to cxpeft an 
. -curable iffue. I immediately injected warm water into the inteft 
tines ; poured fome fpirits into the mouth ; put him in a warm bed ; 
and continued the rubbing, with the hands, and with woollens dipped 
in hot fpirits. Under this treatment, the relpiration was gradually re- 
ftored. And, as foon as he was able to fwallow, I gave a full defeof 
tartar emetic, fuppofing he had eaten a hearty dinner, (this was about 
three o'clock, P. M.) which remained in an undigefled ftate. He had 
been out of the water about three quarters of an hour before the action 
of the lungs permitted an attempt to fpeak. The breathing was now 
very laborious, with an apoplecYick countenance, and a hard fall puife. 
I therefore, bled him freely •, which evidently gave relief. The lto- 
mach and inteftines were thoroughly evacuated by the operation of ihi 
medicine. And in about five hours from the time he was taken out 
of the water, he was earned home (about one mile) :n a carriage. 

JOSIAHBARTLETT. 

ClIARLESTOWN, Sept. 10, 1794. 
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VII. 



The Rev. ISAAC BACKUS's LETTER to the C0RRE3- 

PONDING SECRETARY. 
S I R, 

N September, 1789, I received a printed letter from your Society, 
enc'ofing a paper of directions .how to act with a perfon drowned 
or apparently dead, for the recovery of life, if pofhble ; and another 
paper which informs feamen of houfes, which you have built in four 
places for their relief, if shipwrecked. But as 1 live ata diflance from 
the fea, and my circumflancrs did not enable me to contribute to the 
expence of your Society, I faw noway how I could be ferviceable to 
you, and therefore, returred no atifwer. But as I faw three perfo:,i 
ye'lerday, who were born among rs.but have lived of late in Vei 
from whence they came lafl week, I (hall give you an account of the re- 
Iloration of a child, lately recovered there, it is as follows : 

A fon of Mr. Gamaliel Leonard, in the town of Fairhaven, in Ver- 
mont, was playing with other children, near a Sawmill that was going-, 
and fell into the flue ; and they fay, was under water at leaii 1 tea 
jnuiutes, and was apparently drowned. Yet by being brought into a 
toufc, and laid near a fife, and ufing the means which tbefe perfon* 









who went from hence remembered to have read in your publications ; in 
about twelve or fifteen minutes, the boy recovered ; and they left him 
well the 1 aft week. This was about a month after he was apparently 
drowned. He is about fix years old. 

Thus one life is faved by means of the publications of your Society, 
which may give encouragement to perfevere in fo good a caufe. 
From your humble fervant, 

ISAAC BACKUS: 
Middleborough, January 24, 1794. 



VIII. 

PROPERTY of the HUMANE SOCIETY. 

dol. cts. 
dix pc." cent Stock. ----- ^42 17 

Three per cent do. ----- - 708 83 

Deferred do. - - - - - - - 334 58 

Unaflumed, do. ----- 11414 

Forty-fix Shares in the Union-Bank. 
One Share in the Maiden Bridge. 



DONATIONS. 




Jonathan Mafon, Efq. - 
Samuel Cary and others. - 


dol. cts. 

100 

16 34 



IX. 

PREMIUMS, adjudged by the Trujlees, for fignal exertions in 
behalf of p erf oris, who mujl othenoife have Verified. 

dols. 
1793. r I "• 

July. X O S. Wallis, forfaving a child. 3 

To J. Mero, for faving a boy. 4 
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Aug. To J. Whitney, 42/ L. Morfe, 18/11 
for faving a man from drowning. J 

Sept. .To W. Dillaway for faving two men. 6 

Nov. To T. Smith, for faving a man. - 2 

1794. To T. Lunt and others for do. - 4 

Feb. To T. Baker, for favin? a lad. - - 2 

April. To'S. Smith, 6of. and H. Bradlee 30/. "I _ 

for faving a man. J 

May. To T. Bell forfaving a child. 1 

To W. White for faving a woman, 5 

F1NI S. 



Taken apart, leaves deaoldlfled 
with magnesium bioarbonata* 
Fold* reinforeed A leaves mended* 
Fteaewed on liaan cords with nav 
all-rag and papar signatures A 
unblaaehad linen hingaa. Rebound 
in full vellum. Ootobor 1^. 

2.70 

Carolyn Horton A Aaaoa. 
U30 Vast 22 Street 
Nav York, N.Y. 10011 

I HORTON BINDERY 



/Uelfl^ 



/Iff 



